to writing/ Mr. Crickmer confirmed that he was aware of
Mr. Gravely's alleged absenteeism, his failure to report
to work when scheduled, his suspension which resulted
because coal was cut "off,center," and the incidents concerning
the damaging of the sump pumps.  Mr. Crickmer also confirmed
that after the pump incidents, Mr. Blankenship advised him
that he wanted to fire Mr. Blankenship, and Mr. Crickmer
agreed that this should be done.

Mr. Burgess testified that he considered Mr. Gravely's
work performance to be unsatisfactory, and that he had
previously made recommendations that Mr. Gravely be terminated
because of the incidents concerning the "off center" coal cuts.
Mr. Burgess conceded that he had been in trouble with his own
superiors over these incidents, and he believed that Mr. Gravely
resented him and paid little attention to his instructions.

Mr. Blankenship testified as to certain suspensions
given to Mr. Gravely prior to his discharge, and he produced
his personal records and notes to support these suspension
actions.  Mr. Blankenship stated that he personally informed
Mr. Gravely of the first suspension, and that he approved a
second suspension.  He also confirmed that he personally
discussed the damaged pumps with Mr. Gravely, as well as
Mr. Gravely's failure to follow instructions as to how certain
roof cribbing should have been installed at the roof fall
area.

Mr, Blankenship testified that after the second sump
pump was damaged he decided to discharge Mr. Gravely for
negligence, and he did so after obtaining Mr. Crickmer's
approvel.  Mr. Blankenship also testified that he advised
Mr. Gravely that he was not being discharged because of
the roof fall, but because of "multiple events."

Mr. Gravely took issue with the reported prior disciplinary
actions taken against him.  In his defense, he testified as
to certain mitigating circumstances surrounding the damaged
pumps, and attempted to establish that even though he was
the foreman in charge, the damage to the pumps resulted
from actions by other foremen and by the negligence of the
individuals who were assigned to watch the pumps.

Although Mr. Gravely denied that he was ever reprimanded
by Mr. Blankenship or Mr. Myers, he confirmed that he received
a three day suspension for missing a day of work over a
Memorial Day weekend.  Mr. Gravely insisted that he was not
scheduled to work, and even though the suspension was to be
without pay, he stated that he was in fact paid for the
days he was suspended.
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